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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Raising Voices 
A Youth Choral Project
instruct . . . inspire
Sponsored by the Youth Pro Musica Fund of Triangle Community Foundation (TCF), “Raising Voices” provides a flexible grant of up to $5,000 for a creative choral music initiative.  One project will be funded annually or biannually.

Scope/Eligibility
To be eligible, an initiative must focus on secondary or elementary school children who sing . . . could sing . . . should sing . . . in Wake, Durham, Orange and/or Chatham counties.  The project may be undertaken through any 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization or government entity, including public schools. 

Among the possibilities – along with other projects yet to be dreamed of – are:

♫ 
Workshop led by a renowned choral musician

♫ 
Benefit or commemorative concert

♫ 
In-school instruction, performances or residencies
♫ 
Choral festival

♫    Summer enrichment program
Ground Rules
While there are no fixed selection criteria, proposals are being sought that are feasible and:
$ 
broaden skills and musical knowledge while instilling joy and passion for choral singing;
$     help young singers to aspire beyond where they are and what they expect of themselves; 

$ 
benefit a substantial number of people (as appropriate for the project), including low-income and minority youth;
$ 
involve recognized leaders in the local music field;
$ 
attract collaboration and contributions (time, space, services, money and/or goods).
The Raising Voices grant may be used to pay costs specific to the proposed project but not to cover general operating expenses. Total project cost should not exceed $10,000; if other funds are involved, the amount(s) must be com​mitted or in hand before the grant is released. 
The project must be completed within one year of grant receipt. A final report documenting outcomes, including details of expenditures, will be required at the conclusion of the project or grant period.
Submission Requirements
Application is to be made through Triangle Community Foundation.  Grantees will be determined by the Donor Advisor of the Youth Pro Musica Fund, Carol Robbins, in consultation with TCF staff and others. 
The application process has two stages: Letter of Interest, and Grant Proposal.
The Letter of Interest should be a maximum of two single-spaced typed pages, describing the project and its intended outcomes, with no attachments.  Letters may be sent by email or post, or delivered to Lori O’Keefe at Triangle Community Foundation; they must be received by Friday, September 8th. 

Organizations whose projects best reflect Raising Voices’ purpose and appear to be viable will be invited to submit a Grant Proposal.  Proposal requirements will be provided to finalists by September 20th and may be expected to include:
$ 
Completed grant application, describing the project, its value, beneficiaries and obstacles to be overcome, along with project organization and budget
 
$ 
Supplementary/supportive material, such as professional summary for the project leader(s), letter(s) of intent from partner organizations, work samples, letters of recommendation, etc.
TCF will hold information session for applicants in late September.  Grant Proposals will be due Friday, October 29th. 
The 2010 Raising Voices recipient will be announced in November.  The project and grant drawdown may begin any time between December 1, 2010, and July 31, 2011. 
Questions

For clarification of any aspect of this new program or the 2010 application process, please contact: 
Lori O’Keefe, Director of Philanthropic Services
Triangle Community Foundation

324 Blackwell Street, Suite 1220

Durham, NC 27701

Phone: 919/474-8370, extension 144
Email: Lori@trianglecf.org
